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not open to public 

1912  
Guard House 
BSU Horticulture Dept.  
not open to public 

1902  
Warden’s House 
Idaho Commission  
for the Arts 
 
not open to public 

1928 – Trusty Dorm 
Idaho Museum  

of Mining and Geology  

2 Yard Gate (no exit)   

Old Idaho Penitentiary  
History Displays: 

1Turn of the Century 
            Prisoners & Riots 
4Siberia 

6Contraband  

7Vicious Steel (1st floor) 

8The Finishing Post  -    
   Hangings (2nd floor) 
9“Our Ward is Rather Small”  
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Moved to site  
in 1975  

1 

 

Old Idaho Penitentiary State Historic Site 
http://www2.state.id.us/ishs/Sites.html#anchor1254440  

2445 Old Penitentiary Road, Boise, Idaho 83712   208-334-2844 
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100 Years of History 
WALKING GUIDE 

At The Entrance 
In the auditorium view Doin’ Time,  
18 minutes.  See how the massive stone 
buildings were built and what it was like to 
be a prisoner here. 
 

Sandstone Buildings  - center yard 
Visit the oldest cellhouses, the Dining Hall, 
and the other stone buildings. 
 

Stucco Buildings - far side of yard 
Continue to the far left corner to  
see Solitary Confinement and then  
over to the ISHS exhibits housed  
in the big building originally built  
as a shirt factory but used for many 
purposes over the years. 
 

Concrete Cellhouses - lower yard 
See the newest additions,  
4 House and 5 House, Maximum  
Security, built in the 50s.   
Death Row and the Gallows  
are upstairs in 5 House. 
 

Back Toward The Exit 
See the basketball court,  
the Sally Port, the wall,  
and the rose garden. 
 

Outside The Wall 
Visit the Women’s Ward.   
Also, view the exteriors of other  
buildings up and down Old Penitentiary 
Road, or take a hike up the Quarry and 
Table Rock Trails. 
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